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Napoleon (1809-14), and even the fall of the temporal power (1870).
She likewise predicted the subsequent rise and triumph of the Church.
She also foretold many purely secular events as the "July Revolution" of
1830, and even such matters as the plots of the Carbonari, and other secret
societies which were afterwards so rife, especially from 1816 to 1832.
In addition to the gift of prophecy, that of miracles was also added.
This includes a long list of such instances from the cure of a Dominican
nun who suffered from cancer, to the cure of the Ex-Queen of Etruria,
Marie Louise de Bourbon, who had for years suffered from epileptic
fits. But while obtaining from God relief for others, this wonderful woman
had herself much to endure. Sick headaches, which became much worse
on Fridays, and almost unceasing rheumatism, were her constant " crosses,'*
and, of course, like nearly all souls who are trying to serve God extra-
ordinarily well, she had long spells of spiritual dryness. " She lived through
long years with this accompanying train of suffering," says Cardinal Carlo
Maria Pedicini, " save during rare moments, when it pleased Our Lord
to give her some bright gleams of divine consolation/' The Cardinal who,
. like many other prelates and notabilities of Rome, knew the Saint well*
was among those who afterwards deposed to her heroic sanctity. The
" dear Saint," as the people of "Rome spoke of her after her death, began
to fail in October 1836. To the great joy of herself and her family the
Holy Father gave leave for Holy Mass to be said in her room weekly by
Don Raffaelle Natali, a devout priest who had long been the friend of the
Taigis, and to whom we owe many of the most edifying details of this
extraordinary and consoling life.1 For nearly a year, Anna Maria struggled
with death, but the end came on 9th June, 1837, after this wonderful
exponent of the practical and the mystical had received the last Holy
Sacraments, and given her final instructions to her surviving children.
" Always keep Jesus Crucified before your eyes," she said, " and may
His precious Blood be the object of your devout adoration. ... Be
tenderly devout to the Blessed Virgin. She will play a Mother's part
to you when I am gone." The body of the " Valiant Woman " was in-
terred in the cemetery of St Lorenzo, and very soon the place of sepulchre
became the object of ever-increasing pilgrimages.2 The cause began to
be officially inquired into in 1852, and among those who deposed to her
heroic virtues were her husband, two daughters and a number of others,
including three Cardinals and several lesser prelates. Pope Pius IX
declared her Venerable, 8th January, 1863, and on 3Oth May, 1920,
1 He died at Rome, at a very advanced age, in 1871.
1 They were removed kter to the Church of Our Saviour of Peace, and in July, 1865, to
the Church of the Trinitarian Order, S. Crisogno in Trastevere. Cardinal Stephen Langton,
Archbishop of Canterbury (d. 1228), took his title from this Church.